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This coming Friday and Saturday, delegates from both Ireland and the UK will converge on the Park Plaza Hotel, Belfast to address some of the key issues facing road users in Ireland including the border areas which have a high casualty rate. 

Road collisions affect the lives of all in Ireland and the number of road deaths and the number of those seriously injured remains very high. Everyone has a responsibility for road safety and we all must contribute to the education of all road users in an effort to change attitudes and thereby reduce the carnage on our roads. We can be more effective if we remain informed and this year’s Congress will emphasise the benefits of a cross border approach and highlight the trauma suffered by victims and their families and friends as well as the financial cost to communities throughout Ireland. 

Mr Barry Griffin, Executive Officer, Road Safety Council said: “Over the past year it is most encouraging that there has been some decrease in the numbers of killed and injured on our roads, however Northern Ireland ashamedly continues to have the highest casualty rate in Great Britain”. He added: “Our Congress once again provides Road Safety volunteers and professionals alike with valuable insight into the work of a wide variety of Road Safety agencies. This is the only Road Safety Congress of its type currently held here in Northern Ireland and considering the problems we all face on our roads, its promotion is vital”.

· Congress will be addressed by the following:

· Mr Jeffrey Donaldson, MP MLA, Chairman All Party Road safety Group

· Mr Noel Brett, Road Safety Authority

· Mr Donald Armstrong, Road Safety Division, DOE

· Mr Kevin Clinton, ROSPA

· Mr Adrian Walsh, Roadsafe

· Mr David Lyle, Lyle Baillie Int.

· Representatives from PSNI and An Garda Siochana 
· Representatives from Fire & Rescue and Ambulance Services, North & South of Ireland

Notes to Editors:

1. The Road Safety Council is a voluntary organisation, largely funded by the DOE. For further information please contact Barry Griffin, Road Safety Council, Tel 028 90 66 57 57, Fax 028 90 66 53 53, Email info@roadsafetycouncil.com, Web www.roadsafetycouncil.com 

2. Park Plaza Belfast Hotel is located opposite the main terminal at Belfast International Airport, Tel 028 9445 7000.
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