The driver was travelling back home for the weekend. It could easily have been any one of you. Its dark and they are on a twisty A-road. But that shouldn’t have been a problem. After all, they passed their driving test first time, and haven’t had a single accident since then. As they come to a sweeping right hand bend, they begin to lift off the accelerator. But something feels strange as the car slows. Something’s not quite right, so they lift off a little bit more. The steering feels light, and the person can no longer feel any vibrations through the seat. They straighten the wheel after the corner, but it makes no difference. The car keeps turning right. In a panic the driver lifts their foot completely off the accelerator and slams it firmly on the brake. This, again, makes no discernable difference to the predicament that they have found themselves in. (finger click). Suddenly all that can be seen is the grass of the field that the car has just plunged into.

As melodramatic as that may seem, events like that happen every day on our roads.

So, why did the person in my scenario crash? Well, as they entered the first corner they crossed a patch of black ice. The driver was unaware, as I’m sure many of you are, that instead of lifting off the throttle, they should have kept a constant level of power. They were unaware that they should have tried to correct the slide with the steering, and they were unaware that the worst possible thing they could have done in that situation was touch the brakes. Why was this unknown to them? If lack of awareness of such basic facts like these cause so much tragedy on our roads, then why aren’t drivers trained more appropriately? 

And so I come to the point of my speech. I believe that the current driving test is inadequate for the vital preparation of new drivers. If the person in my story had been taken to a skid pan as part of their driving lessons, then this may not have happened.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is not compulsory to be trained how to deal with a skid when learning to drive. Nor is it compulsory to be trained how to drive in the dark, or on motorways. Everyone in this room who drives will undoubtedly have encountered the dark, motorways and dangerous conditions, but when were u practically taught how to deal with them when learning to drive?

I propose that we make the criteria for passing the driving test more stringent. If we prepare people better for the perils of the roads, the number of accidents, and consequently the number of deaths, will certainly fall.

It will not be easy to do this. It will cost more and take longer to potentially gain a drivers licence, but how can we put a price on human lives? Yes, it will be more hassle, but it must be done.

I actually wish to know why it isn’t happening already. Other countries in Europe have already proved that a more stringent driving test is better. In Germany, learner drivers have to complete a certain amount of night time and motorway driving before they can even sit the test, never mind pass it, and in Scandinavia, drivers are immediately taken to a skid pan upon starting lessons. This teaches them not only how to act in a slide, but also elemental car control, in a wholly safe environment. Why are we not doing this?

Last year, 112 people lost their lives on our roads. I believe that we can decimate this number by improving the ability of our new drivers. However, not only must we create new criteria, but we also must enforce it strictly. The public accounts committee recently released a report stating that as many as 5000 drivers passed the test when they shouldn’t have. That was in 2007 alone. These slackening standards must not be tolerated if we can even hope to cut down the number of road fatalities in this country each year.

I hope that my speech has enlightened you all on the severity of this problem. Our driving test has failed us for too long now. We must improve it, and soon, if we are to avert further calamities on our roads. 

Thank you

