Good Evening ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls.

Over 2000 years ago the Greek philosopher, Aristotle – tutor to the young Alexander the Great stated ‘The young think they know everything and are confident in their assertions.’

Just a hundred years ago the writer, Scott Fitzgerald, echoed this, saying; ‘Everybody’s youth is a dream – a form of chemical madness.’
Both these comments were made before the age of the young driver; yet still tell us something about what was to come. Fast forward to 2008, and with regular news reports of young drivers being involved in fatal car accidents –

Killing themselves, their passengers and, tragically, other road users and pedestrians. For example, eighteen year-olds cause 50 road accidents everyday in the United Kingdom!

But if we take a closer look at the statistics, the true cause of this death and destruction is not young drivers as whole, but young male drivers.

Why is this? The Greek philosopher Plato offers a clue, saying  

‘Of all the animals, the boy is the most unmanageable.’ More recently, the writer William Hazlitt states ‘No young man believes he will ever die.’

So, what is it about young males who get behind the wheel that urges them to overlook the risks? Is it? 

· A desire for adventure?

· A willingness to take risks?

· Or a feeling of immortality?

While all these things can inspire young men like Alexander the Great, to conquer the world, they also cause young male drivers to be seven times more at risk of injury or death than all male drivers put together.

Evidence of this shows that one in three young male drivers will write off a car in their first year of driving. With this in mind, the report also states that young women are half as likely to do so.

So what is to be done?

Tougher speed restrictions for male drivers under 21? Perhaps
Compulsory driving lessons for young men at school? Worth trying!
Young men to be accompanied in their cars by parents or guardians? Maybe

But all these measures will only help to reduce the death toll. They won’t offer a complete cure for this young male madness. As the saying goes, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys will be boys!’

Constant news reports of fatal accidents are causing grief, stress and sadness in our society. The chain reaction of such tragic deaths targets both friends and families. Frankly, this cannot be ignored.

Something must be done. How can we carry on living normally when we are letting such dreaded little boy racers on our roads?
They need to understand the risks.

When the car was invented, it was seen as a triumph of technology.

Today, while it is an essential part of all our lives, in the wrong hands it can become a DEADLY WEAPON.

Thank you

