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Road Safety

The car you drive and how you drive it reflects who you are. The car becomes a place for socialising with friends. Risky driving is glamorised by Hollywood, Motor Racing, Video games and car advertisements.

Ladies and Gentlemen: members of the judging panel and fellow students. My Name is Catherine Cumiskey and I am delighted to be given an opportunity to create awareness among young people, about a topic, which threatens the lives of 800 young drivers and passengers each year.

Young Drivers – Do they understand the Risks?

Being a teenager is all about testing boundaries. You are becoming an independent adult and you don’t simply want to explore your limits; you want to burst out of them. It is part of the natural process of growing up.

Many young people believe taking risks is a ‘’must do’’ act which will boost their confidence and increase their popularity. Unfortunately, risk-taking always has consequences, which will affect other people’s lives.

Everything we do has an element of risk. Young people tend to take more than polder people do. Roads are not the place to take risks and sometimes they are unaware how devastating the consequences of taking risks can be.

Furthermore research has shown that younger drivers exhibit certain attributes that contribute to their higher risk of road crashes. These include:

· Use of older vehicles with fewer safety features

· Mobile phone use at the wheel

· Driving too fast

· Overtaking blind

· Driving whilst under the influence of drink and drugs

These attributes are regularly presented, but the government must take steps to tackle extreme risk taking. The longer we delay; the more lives are needlessly wasted.

In conclusion, road deaths and injuries are preventable – through young drivers taking more responsibility for their actions and combined efforts of parents, communities and our Government to help young drivers stay safe.

In the words of Mark Twain, ‘’Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not the absence of fear.’’ Young people must fear risk taking on our roads, pushing your limits is one thing, but involving yourself in unnecessary risks is not showing courage. Does the car you drive or how you drive it reflect who you are?
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