Road crashes are never an accident

RYAN MC NALLY

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen and members of the audience. 

Allow me to state from the beginning of my speech that road crashes are NO misnomer, NO unfortunate happening, NO ACCIDENT.

An ‘accident’ as defined in the dictionary is: ‘an unforeseen and unplanned event or circumstance resulting especially from carelessness.

Road safety minister David Cairns said: “Almost ALL road deaths and injuries are preventable. Most are caused by the behaviour of road users.”

It is the manner in which road users choose to drive their vehicles which is the cause of 75% of our road collisions. An Accident does not happen without a cause as we steer our vehicles, press our accelerators, answer our mobile, drink and then drive, pump up the volume, refuse to wear our seatbelt and drive without due care and diligence. These actions don’t happen accidentally, they are all human choices, which demonstrate a deliberate lack of responsibility, and most importantly, a lack of respect for LIFE!

Nearly 100 people have lost their lives so far this year on our roads. If one of these was your father, mother, son or daughter, would you be as quick to categorise their death as merely an accident.

 According to the PSNI statistics in 06/07, of the 5615 collisions, 977 were caused by ‘Inattention’ and 612 by ‘Excessive Speed’.

Ladies Gentlemen, lets think for a moment of Chris Tarrant’s TV show -Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?

Imagine that the One Million Pound Question reads:

What are the main causes of collisions on Northern Ireland’s roads? 

You have 4 possible answers:

     A: Speeding

     B: Drink and Drug Driving

     C: No Seatbelts

     D: Distractions

Would you all need to scramble for: 

Ask the audience, phone a friend or the 50-50 options? In fact all 4 options essentially are correct. However you would all leave with nothing.  You see Ladies and Gentlemen, this was a trick question.

 The one million pound answer should have included the human choices option. The choices YOU make. To drink and drive, speed, refuse to wear a seatbelt, use your mobile phone or become distracted which have already killed 99 people this year! I leave you now with this thought - could you live with the shame and the burden of knowing that you caused a road crash that took the life of another human being - a road crash that was NEVER an accident?
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