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Good evening ladies and gentlemen.

17 year-old Julie had spent a long time getting read on Saturday night.

Every curve glowed with St Tropez and her Jessica Simpson curls had been sprayed into place with salon selectives. She had decided against the black belt with the new green dress. It simply did nothing for her plunging neckline!

She had checked the mirror again and again to make sure her new lipstick had produced just the right amount of pout and when he walked up to her and said ‘’I’ve been following you’’, she thought to herself, ‘’I’ve always fancied a man in uniform’’.

In fact young lady, I’ve been following you for the last few minutes’’, he continued, ‘’and I’m going to have to book you for driving without a seatbelt, driving without due care and attention and for doing 50 in a 30mph zone’’.

It was hardly the chat up line she had expected.

Unfortunately, this story and others of a more serious nature are all too common as young drivers get into trouble on our roads and to o right, I beg the question, ARE 17 YEAR OLDS TOO YOUNG TO DRIVE?

21-year-old Katie Evans was killed instantly in October 2004 when the car in which she was a passenger, hit a tree. The young driver had been drinking and speeding and had lost control of the vehicle.

Katie’s grieving mother said, ‘’too many people have died due to the deadly combination of inexperience and recklessness of young drivers!’’ and I’m afraid that all statistics prove that she is right.

Road Safety data shows that 17-24 year olds are more likely to be killed or seriously injured than any other age group. In addition, they have shown that the highest-ranking causation factors for accidents in this age bracket are excessive speed, careless, thoughtless behaviour, inexperience and loss of control.

17 year olds and especially 17 year-old males just can’t wait to get their license and get behind the wheel. Then, instead of realising that they have sole responsibility over what is potentially a lethal weapon, they turn into Michael Schumacher. They go ‘lapping’ around and around the town centres at night, each one trying to out speed and out manoeuvre the other. Between 2am and 5am, these young men are seventeen more times likely to have an accident than all other male drivers.

Young people think it’s cool to speed and often don’t adhere to speed limits or reduce their speed in poor weather conditions for fear of losing face in front of their friends. Many teenagers don’t belt up and road safety statistics show that, of fatalities, only 1/3 of young drivers and 1/5 of young passengers had been wearing their seatbelts. Some young people drive while under the influence of drugs or alcohol and fail to realise that as a result their concentration is poor, their behaviour erratic and their reaction times slower. All that evidence seems to indicate that young drivers put themselves and other at risk, but what can be done to solve the problem? One solution is the introduction of the graduated driver licensing system or the Pass Plus training scheme. These systems would train young drivers to deal with a variety of driving situations over an extended period. 

However, in my opinion, 17 year olds are still too young to drive no matter what training they are given. They are simply lacking in maturity, so perhaps the best solution would be to raise the learning age and extend the learning period. 17 year olds do not have the experience needed to make life and death decisions, so why put a license to kill in their hands?
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