Faith Viney

Good evening Mr Chairman, Judges, Ladies, Gentlemen, boys and girls. My name is Faith Viney and tonight I will be asking the question ‘On yer bike, is this wise?’

When I ask my mum to take me to the latest Harry Potter film, “On yer bike,” she says. On your bike? ON YOUR BIKE? Does she know what she’s talking about? We hear the phrase “on yer bike” said so casually, but do people actually think about the consequences of just hopping on your bike and cycling off? Do they even know that 44% of children killed on rural roads last year were on their bikes? Cycling is fun and healthy and should be encouraged, but cyclists need to be more aware of the dangers on Britain’s roads. 

When we drive to school, we use a seatbelt. When we go outside, we wear a coat. When we cross the road, we look both ways. So why, when we cycle on a busy road amongst the cars, do so, so many of us leave our helmet at home? Wearing a helmet could save your life. FACT! Truth is though, in the United Kingdom, only 1 in 6 cyclists wear helmets when cycling. Currently, there is no law in the United Kingdom that you must wear a helmet. This is your choice. In some cases, this choice will decide on whether you live or die. But, even if you do wear a helmet, you cannot say that this will stop accidents, you still need to ride carefully. 

The average number of bike trips per person per year as fallen from 18 to 15 from 1992 to 1994. The Department of Transport has tried to increase use of bikes for fitness and to decrease pollution, but will this also increase the number of deaths and injuries on the roads in the United Kingdom? 

Over 40% of the 117 highways in England and Wales in 1995 had no cycle paths. And although cycle paths are common, accidents can still happen.

However, 41% of all bicycle accidents occur as children ride out of their own driveways, 10% of accidents are related to stationary vehicles, and 17% of accidents happen as cyclists leave the pavement.

So remember, Mr Chairman, Judges, Ladies, Gentlemen, boys and girls, a bicycle is not a toy. It’s a vehicle. 

