Good Evening ladies and gentlemen. I am here to tell you about the dangers of Road Safety. My name is Sam, and I am the speed camera on the Saintfield Road. And as I look around this room, I am certain that you are not all strangers to me. I have met some of you before! You Sir, didn’t I see you driving past yesterday, WITHOUT YOUR SEATBEAT? And yes madam, you also, I recognise your face, mmm let me think……oh yes! I’ve seen you before, speeding down that road putting lipstick on, HA, didn’t know I was watching you did you? That is the problem with people today; they’ve turned totally oblivious to the dangers they are in. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I am not being big headed but I do think I am effective on the road, don’t you agree? I actually find it quite an enjoyable job! I get to photograph the latest boy of the month; now how many girls would turn down a job involving that everyday? Not very many, I can assure you. Yesterday I flashed at Pete zooming down the road in his sporty red Ferrari, looking swell with his hair gelled back. I thought I’d clicked, and yes, he will be getting a letter from me in a few days! But I’m sorry to inform you that Pete is not the only one. A total of 2.5 million vehicles were caught travelling greater than the designated speed limit, throughout the UK within a span of one week. Shocking isn’t it? And what’s even more shocking is that according to the latest DoE statistics, speed has caused a staggering 23% of deaths on our roads in N.I. 

So now I’ve warned you all, you had better take heed because I’m sure you will not want to end up as one of these statistics. So now you’re all aware of the dangers of speeding, I’d like you to give a warm welcome to my good friend and fellow colleague, Penelope Penalty Point!

Hello ladies and gentlemen, as Sam has already told you, I am Penelope. I’m sure some of you had encounters with me since that memorable day when you first got your license, haven’t you?  But I can tell you; they aren’t the same point-free licenses you first received. I am quite generous at awarding points aren’t I? Young, old, male or female – makes no difference to me. Birthdays, Christmas, summer holidays, you can be sure that I, Penelope Penalty Point, will be a guest without an invitation.

And just to let you know, a person whose penalty points reach 12 or more in a period of 3 years is liable to be disqualified. Excessive speed, heedlessness of other drivers, emerging without care and disobeying traffic signals are just a few of many things I am watching out for.  Sam and I work together. He catches you and I decorate your license! And now please welcome my good pal and hard-working companion, Dec!

Hi there! I’m Dec, the spot check! No missus, don’t cover your face - concealer doesn’t work on these spots! I mean spot checks on your car! Now that’s cleared that up.  When was the last time you checked your tyres, or filled your windscreen washer? You get dirty don’t you? And need water to wash, well so do your windows! I will be checking these along with other things like your tax, your insurance and your MOT. Driving without any of these is an offence. Now that I’ve scanned the audience and remembered all your faces, I will keep an eye out for any of you who stray over my path and I’ll have you know, it’s not a pretty one! We all work together as a team; we also have friends who pop up here and there.

The three of us, along with the DoE have come up with a mission statement, ‘’ To educate all road users in the proper and knowledgeable use of roads and thereby influence their attitudes and behaviour to achieve a reduction in road casualties.’’

So now as you drive home, I hope you are more aware of your driving habits and remember that myself, my photographic pal Sam and my generous friend Penelope will be looking out for you all, and although we have become acquainted with you tonight, we’d really prefer not to meet any of you again!

Thank you and have a safe journey home.
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