Cameras, penalty points, spot checks – how effective are they?

 

 

Well, in my opinion, they are effective.  Think, if you were found speeding, were given a £60 fine, and 3 penalty points, would you speed again?  The answer is probably not, not on purpose anyway.  But our system for giving points when speeding, could be better, if we were to take a leaf out of England’s book.  They have a choice in what they get when caught speeding.  They can either pay a fine of £60 and get three penalty points, or pay £75, and go on a speeding course, and forget all about the points!  Now, to me, that would seem a better idea as if people take the course, they are more aware of the dangers of speeding, and therefore less likely to speed again.

We have over 4300 speed cameras on UK roads currently, and there are plans to triple that.  However 89% of UK motorists disagree with putting more cameras on our roads.  I do agree with increasing this amount as we will catch out more people, and more people will realise how bad the consequences can be.  

When permanent cameras are about, a sign like this will go up, telling motorists to watch their speed, and if more permanent cameras are on our roads, more signs will go up and more drivers will slow down. 

I think that cameras hidden behind walls, fences etc. are a very good idea as most drivers don’t know that they are there, and don’t purposely slow down.  This sort of thing catches many drivers out, and can teach them a lesson.

These are some facts to take into consideration.

 

     Over 1 million UK drivers were found speeding in 2002.

 

     94 % of UK motorists think that the UK motorway speed limit should be increased.

 

     41% think that it should be 90 miles per hour or above, but only 0.4% think that it should be 70 miles per hour or less!

 

     According to my sources, it isn’t speeding motorists that is to blame for so many pedestrian deaths, but it is simply the pedestrians themselves being so careless when crossing roads-although speeding drivers can kill many people. 

 

So, if we don’t think that spot checks, speed cameras and penalty points are effective, it’s up to us to change that!  So, get your thinking caps on, what are you going to do to reduce the amounts of speeding motorists?  
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